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Introduction 


A Hundred Hands is a Non-Governmental Organization in Bengaluru city of Karnataka state of India. The idea of 
two sisters Mala and Sonia, was established in the year 2010. Initially, these sisters started exhibitions on their 
charming front lawn, which has grown to include a few 100 members. Their membership is exclusively for artists 
and NGOs supporting artisans to build their brands and business. This helps them to become independent and 
self-sufficient. The motto of the organization is to empower those who work with their hands and create magic. 
They organize annual exhibitions to showcase the best of traditional art and craft from all over India. The sisters 
do not take a commission from selling the handicrafts; thus, all the income from sales goes directly to the crafts- 
men. This NGO helps people who depend on handmade products for their livelihood. 


The story behind this began when they supported a women’s farming group called Vanastree, based in Sirsi, 
Karnataka. For the first time, they provided the platform to women artists and got a tremendous response. Soon, 
individual artists and groups came forward and registered themselves with this NGO. It holds exhibitions in 
Bengaluru, Kochi, Coimbatore, and Mumbai every year. Due to these exhibitions, craftsmen gain an understand- 
ing of the needs of the contemporary market. They interact with people and evolve their style. The artisans from 
Karnataka, Kerala, Assam, Madhya Pradesh, Gujrat, Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh, Odisha, and Maharashtra come 
for the annual exhibition. The founders are indirectly preserving the traditional art and crafts by providing such 
kind of platform to artists to showcase their work. One can witness this conventional craft fair, which had vari- 
ous artworks, terracotta pots, handloom materials, miniature painting, bandhani cloths, thangka painting, block 
prints, Kalamkari, and many more at one place. 
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A Hundred Harids. Gancherutes Mela entrance. NGO craft Mela stalls. 
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People are buying the handmade items. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsou 


Design Resource 


A Hundred Hands - 


Bengaluru 

Platform for Artists 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Kiran Raj and 
Hariharasudan 

NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 
https://dsource.in/resource/hundred-hands- 
bengaluru/exhibition 


1. Introduction 
2. Exhibition 
2a. NGO Stalls and Handicrafts 
2b. Khatri and Bandhani Work 
2c. Miniature Painting 
2d. Thangka Painting 
2e. Block Prints 
2f. Kalamkari Dress 
2g. Handloom 
3. Video 
4. Contact Details 


Exhibition 


A Hundred Hands NGO conducts handicraft exhibitions once in a year. These fairs encourage not only individual 
artists but other groups of artists to showcase their skills. There is no middleman in this exhibition. The buyers 
can directly contact craftsmen. This creates confidence among craftsmen to interact with customers. Here are 
some of the handicrafts covered by our team. 


NGO Stalls and Handi- 
crafts 


Khatri and Bandhani 
Work 


Miniature Painting ~ Thangka Painting 


Block Prints Kalamkari Dress 


Handloom 
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NGO Stalls and Handicrafts 
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candle holders. 


‘ 


Various types of a 


—— 


Silver filigree work with intricate designs. 
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Colourful phone wallets. Earrings. 
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Clothes with the image of the Kalighat Patachitra paint- Kalighat Patachitra painting. 
ing. 
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The Thangka paintings. 


Stone artwork. 


Rs. 200/- 


Jewelries in various kinds of designs. 
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3. Video Different designs of wooden hair comb and various Different types of kites. 
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3. Video Different types of wooden toys and hangings. | Crochet handicrafts. 
4. Contact Details 
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2g. Handloom 
3. Video Beautiful small wooden toys. Kadam Haat selling the handmade women handbags. 
4. Contact Details 
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Banana fiber crochet work and mats. 
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Printed sarees and veil cloth. Handmade necklaces. 


Beautiful necklaces. Key chains and masks. 
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Artisan is using designed paper to trace the designon _ Straight-line printed on the cloth for use in Khatri work. 
the cloth surface. 
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Artisan has started the hand sewing on the printed Knotting the sewn thread end part. 
cloth. 
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The design for Bandhani work is printed on the required Yellow colored cloth with the green shades Khatri art 
cloth. dress. 
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3. Video The artisan is pouring the thread into the small pipe for Bandhani work means tying the threads on the required 
4. Contact Details Bandhani work. design dots on the cloth. 
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Artisan is using the thread knotted cloth in the dyeing 
process. 


Artisan showing the Bandhani thread tying process. 


A Bandhani saree. 


Artisan is using this thread in Khatri’s work. 
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Yellow colour made out of natural soil. 


Artisan is showing all the natural colours. Natural blue colour. 
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Sunmica wooden board used for mixing the colours. 


The shell is used for mixing the natural colours. 
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A magnifying glass is used for seeing the detailing work. Artisan is showing the beautiful miniature painting. 
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A rounder is used for drawing the circle. The circle is grouped into 32 parts with the help of a 
measuring scale. 
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Beautifully painted Lotus flower Thangka painting. 
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Thangka painting of Om mantra. 
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3. Video Buddha's lifestyle Thangka painting. The Maya goddess in the Thangka style. 
4. Contact Details 
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The beautiful Thangka painting. 


The painting of Vastu mandala. 
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Block Prints 


Artisan is explaining the making of the block printi 
saree. 


ng 


After the first layer, the next layer of the white colour is 
applied. 


The first layer of the brown colour printed on the cloth. 
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Artisan is showing the difference between the block 
printed on both cotton and silk cloth. 
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2e. Block Prints 
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The block printed blue colour saree. Different designs of the block printed saree. 
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even 


Brown colour made in natural stone. The wax and yarn used for making the pen brush. 


\ 
Yellow colour stone. 


pieces into the water. 
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Natural gum powder. 


White cloth is prepared for drawing the art of Kalamkari. 
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a The artist is using a charcoal piece for drawing onthe __ The bird design in the Kalamkari style. 
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The detailing is drawn with the Kalamkari pen. 
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Handloom 


Handloom weaved beautiful saree, gold, and silver col- 
our plated design. loom saree. 


y F 7 i _| 


1, Boe 
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The handloom design graph made by artisans. White colour silver colour designed silk saree. 
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The beautiful design weaved on the border of the saree. The saree of different colour shades. 
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This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at NID, Bengaluru. 
You can get in touch with Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 
You can write to the following address regarding suggestions and clarifications: 


Key Contacts: 

A Hundred Hands 

4, Ashley Road, Behind Hotel Ajanta, 
Off Brunton Road, Bengaluru, 
Karnataka 560025 

Phone: 098450 08482 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


